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THE GREAT MAGNOLIA FOREST 
YEARLY YARD SALE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 

7 A.M. to Noon 
Bernard & Vinci Ory, Co-Chairs 

710-6488 
MFHA Members $5 
Non-members $10 

 

●REGISTER BY OCTOBER 1 with fee.  Make check payable to Magnolia    
Forest Homeowners Association.  It is important to register by October 1 so 
maps can be prepared.  Maps with yard sale locations will be distributed at 
the Fischer and Oak Alley entrances. See registration form below. 
 

●Magnolia Forest subdivision started the Great Magnolia Forest Yard Sale 
in 1980, and it attracts a crowd, so expect the traffic to move slowly in    
areas with multiple sales.  It is an opportunity to sell items that you no 
longer have a use for, and it also reduces the number of yard sales that 
would probably occur in the subdivision throughout the year.  In more    
recent years, residents in other subdivisions in the area have piggy-backed 
onto our sale, which increases the traffic on Military Road.  Please drive         
carefully, and be alert to pedestrians milling about.  There will be a deputy 
on duty to help with traffic congestion.  There are expenses that go along 
with this event, and it must be self-supporting.  If you plan to participate, 
please register and pay your registration fee! 

Register by October 1            Mail to:  

NAME ____________________________   Bernard & Vinci Ory 

ADDRESS __________________________   533 Oak Alley 

PHONE ____________________________   Pearl River, LA 70452 

MFHA Members @ $5 $_____     

Non-members @ $10  $_____     

Checks payable to: MFHA 

mailto:bayouduo97@charter.net
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AUGUST GARDEN 
OF THE MONTH 
801 Rosedown 
Edward Gernon 

 

The garden of Edward Gernon at 801 
Rosedown was selected by judges Florence 
Onstad and Suzanne Robinson of the       
Magnolia Forest Garden Club for the month 
of August 2017.  Beautiful hanging baskets of 
impatience adorn the front of the home with 
splashes of begonias in the garden.           
Boxwoods neatly lined the walk leading to 
the front door. The side yard set the tone of 
refreshment and relaxation with aspidistras 
(cast iron plants) at the base of each tree. 
 

Garden of the month winners are awarded a 
gift certificate to Garden Spot Nursery       
donated ½ by Magnolia Forest Garden Club 
and ½ by Garden Spot Nursery. 

MAKE YOUR NEIGHBORS HAPPY 
 

Written By Carol Hodge 
 

Step back and take a look at our neighborhood - 
Magnolia Forest.  If you were driving through this 
area to "look around," what would you see? 
 

Is there litter at the entrances, on the streets, in 
some yards?  Many people take pride in their yards 
and the upkeep of their homes whereas some 
don't.  For example, empty flower pots and garden 
soil bags in yards that stay there, old thrown    news-
papers on driveways, cans and bottles tossed by 
whomever, overgrown shrubs, gardens full of 
weeds, etc.  All of this lowers the property values of 
everyone.  It has not always been this way. 
 

Let’s all take a good look - perhaps you and your 
neighbors can discuss problems and solutions.  Defi-
nitely assist those who can't physically do these 
things, and let’s once again make Magnolia Forest 
appealing to anyone looking for a home and for   
ourselves! 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
 

 There were two patrols in August which 
resulted in 9 warnings and one citation.  Six 
were residents and four were non-residents.  
Also, a garbage truck was stopped on      
Versaille Dr. and informed he must stop at 
stop signs like everyone else. 
 As mentioned in last month’s         
newsletter, residents who witness speeding 
and failure to stop at stop signs should report 
the violations, along with any additional     
information known about the violators, to the 
sheriff.  The more reports, the more patrols, 
that we don’t have to pay for, the sheriff will 
assign to our neighborhood. 

 
 

YOUR BOARD AT WORK 
 

 We keep working on our entrances!!  
Thank you to all residents, who in addition to 
paying their Association dues, also contribute 
extra money toward beautification.  The    
entrances are a major expense, but we 
stretch the money as much as we can, and 
they do look good. 
 

♦New pine straw has been purchased to spiff 
up the beds.  Sometimes we are able to get 
free pine straw that the Green Team collects 
from residents’ yards.  That’s a help, but isn’t 
enough.   
♦Most of the vines at the Fischer entrance 
have been removed.  This is also an ongoing 
and expensive effort, but we are trying to 
keep up with them. 
♦Two of our message boards need to be     
replaced.  They are on order, and will cost 
just under $1,000.  Once they are installed, 
we will consider purchasing or making a    
topping so they will be more water resistant. 
♦A couple of residents have asked about     
removing the black skid marks on our 
streets.  We have been advised that pressure 
washing won’t remove them. 
 

Any suggestions? 
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MAGNOLIA FOREST 
PROPERTY VALUES 

 
 

Most of us read with interest the recent articles in The Times-Picayune and Advocate 
about what homes on the Southshore and Northshore are selling for per sq. ft.  For our 
zip code $105 per sq. ft. was the average.  So, why aren’t homes in Magnolia Forest     
selling for that amount or more?  Since the beginning of the year, ten homes have sold in 
Magnolia Forest for an average of $90.24 per sq. ft. 
 

This was discussed at the last homeowners’ board meeting, so we contacted two          
successful and established real estate agents who live in Magnolia Forest to get their   
opinions on what the cause may be.  These were the main reasons mentioned: 
 

1) There is a perception that Magnolia Forest frequently floods. 
2) We are located in a school district that does not appeal to prospective home buyers. 
3) There are numerous unkempt yards.  Prospective buyers don’t want to look across the 
street every day and see a neighbor’s unkempt yard. 
4) Since our homes are older, there are some that are not updated, and buyers factor in 
the cost to update when deciding what they want to pay for the house. 
 

The perception that Magnolia Forest is a “flood neighborhood” is a false perception.  The 
last major flood problem in east St. Tammany was the week of March 13, 2016.  There 
was flooding in many subdivisions, and Magnolia Forest had approximately five homes 
with flood water, which is a small percentage of the 350 homes in our subdivision.  At 
that time our board President, Richard Koen, hand delivered information on house        
elevations and other assistance available to those residents.  There are other homes in 
the subdivision that flooded in the past and have since been raised.  It is unfair to use       
statistics from the major flood of 1983 because so much has changed since that time.  
One reason our subdivision has this reputation is because of the news coverage.  Every 
time there is a flood threat for eastern St. Tammany, news reporters are all over our 
neighborhood, and we are mentioned on the news nightly.  We shouldn’t let them do that 
to us. 
 

There are many positives about the schools in our district. Actually, there are so many 
positives that another article concentrating strictly on these schools should be written for 
a future newsletter.  Several teachers in our district have been recognized as St.       
Tammany Parish Teacher of the Year, and recently a Pearl River High School student was 
Parish, Regional and State Student of the Year! 
 

The board plans to put together a positive fact sheet about the flooding and school issues 
and give this information to the realtors.  As far as the unkempt yards, hopefully          
residents will work to improve that issue. 
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The Association has 191 members for 2017 

The Green Team 

“Quality Lawn Care” 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

Free Estimates (985) 259-0316 

Thank you MFHA for your continued support. 

Anderson P & J Corbin J & P Gernon E Kennedy B & C Moyle J Sanders G 

Arthur M & N Courseult P & J Gille J & J Knowles C & L Nash A & G Schafer P 

Baker P Cross A & S Giuffria P & C Koen R & J Necaise G & M Sedrish P & M 

Barbero J & Kaehrle W Crouch H & J Goodson F Konda D & T Nelson B Sims M & J 

Benedic K & P Cusimano N & M Gray K Kostmayer J No Name Smith C & L 

Benson A & L Dawson C & M Gregg M & B Lacourrege J Nothstein C Solar R & S 

Benson C & L Deris B & L Griffith S Lambert L Olsen K & K Srinivas D 

Bentson M & L DeRouen M Griswold J Lambert L & K Onstad F Stanton B & M 

Berdine F & B Devezin G & A Gunderson S & S Landry L & J Ory B Stanton J & F 

Bermingham M & A Dier J & J Gust L Landry P & L Ory B Jr. Sullivan D 

Bernard J & L DiMeglio N Haaga G Leach B & C Overby & M Tester L & S 

Bonnett G & L Donaldson E Habbab T Leake J & K Pecot J & L Tomsic A 

Boos M & B Donaldson J Harding G LeBlanc R & H Piazza K Trainor T & K 

Bowman W Drake L & R Harrison J Leitz G & S Piekarski C & D Trasher D & Foy M 

Boyer R & K Dugas C & C Hart K & G Lewis J & M Pousson D & J Trowbridge O & K 

Bradburn M Dunton J & D Hasenkampf D & L Loggin K Prendergast B & B Trumbach G & C 

Brandt B & L Dupuy G & A Hasperue P & C Lorusso F Raffo C & N Veeramony J & M 

Braun J & L Dwyer J & L Hebert A & D Loupe C Ramirez G & L Verges N & B 

Brooks J & J Farley M & S Heisser R Madary B & G Rao P Vernon W & V 

Burgueno E & B Fickle C Herman M Maehler K & D Rees R & Powers J Vogt F 

Burke J Finnin M & J Hinton D Mancini R & S Richardson J & F Voiselle R 

Buuck E & C Fischer K & B Hodge C Martin B & K Richier C & M Wallace B & R 

Cain M & J Fisher N & J Holbrook J & D Martino D & S Robinson S Weadd J & D 

Callais C & S Floyd W Holley T & A Mayeux L Rockwell B Wilbourn J & C 

Campbell J & C Follette M Holmes K & J McDowell K & D Rose J & B Wilcox H & B 

Campo L & M Foster B Houser M McGee L & S Round C & J Williams C & J 

Cannon M Fouert J Howell M & P McInerney J Rullman E Wilson J & J 

Carrigan G & C Frichter G & G Johnson E & L Melancon F Ruscoe V & W Wingrave D & D 

Champagne L & W Frischhertz R & G Johnston F Meltz R Rushon W & D Wood J & L 

Clavier P & S Frueh D Jones J & C Merrill M Ryan P & D Zeringue M & D 

Cooney M & T Gallacher P & D Kelly M Morgan C & S Ryan T & M Zimmerman S & A 

Coote B & D Garner S & J Kemp B & J Morton F & G Saladino M & G   


