
Newsletter 
• MAGNOLIA FOREST IS A RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS COMMUNITY • 

 

MFHA 

P.O. Box 1624 

Pearl River, La. 70452 

www.magnoliaforest.net 

 

 

  

2021 Board of Directors 

  

President 

 Bob Meltz 285-8567 

rmeltz@bellsouth.net 

 

Vice President 

Peter Giuffria 445-7141 

petegiuffria@gmail.com 

  

Treasurer/ Membership 

Paul Rao 

985-707-3033 

   

Newsletter Editor and Social 

Gina Nash  

funkyjunkgal @yahoo.com 

 

At Large 

vacant 

 

Secretary 

vacant 

  

 Neighborhood  Properties  

and   Covenants 

vacant 

 

 

 Newsletter Publisher 

Bob Meltz 285-8567 

rmeltz@bellsouth.net 

 

 

MAGNOLIA FOREST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

www.magnoliaforest.net 

 June 2021 

Garden Club 

Suzanne Robinson  285-5841 

str1114@bellsouth.net 

 St. Tammany Parish Council 

District 9 Representative 

Mike Smith  985-788-3157 

GREAT TURNOUT FOR BIKE & ICE! 
 

What a gorgeous day for Magnolia Forest’s second annual Bike & Ice celebration on 
Saturday, May 22nd. We had about 70 residents join us under the oak trees over on 
Monticello Ct to enjoy snowballs and visit with our neighborhood family. We had 
some fierce competition for our neighborhood-wide scavenger hunt. Congratula-
tions to the Edwards family for winning the 12 and under category and the Nelson 
family for winning the 13+ age category.  
 

Please see our MFHA’s Facebook page for all our mailbox 
decoration contest entries (https://www.facebook.com/
MagnoliaForestHA). Congratulations to the Michael & San-
dra Ferris family for winning the most Patriotic mailbox 
category. Their stately presentation of broad red, white, 
and blue mesh ribbons was attractively arranged in a big, 
gorgeous bow on top of their flag wrapped mailbox and 
attractively arranged down around the mailbox post in an 
easy, billowing manner. Another flag hung vertically from 
the front of the mailbox while shimmery stars and other 
accents flared out around this gorgeous display. 

 

Congratulations to the Abram & Carla Allen and 
John & Lynell Braun families for tying in the 
most Summeresque mailbox category. The Al-
lens’ mailbox (left) on Tranquility sported a 
beautiful “God Bless America” mesh ribbon 
wreath adorned with patriotic ribbons, American 
flags, and adorable miniature blue hats and the 
mailbox was crowned with a beautifully patriotic 

ribbon display surrounding an American flag and patriotic 
bunting.  The Brauns’ summery floral bouquet (right) accented 

with a metallic blue bow atop their seasonal 
mailbox wrap was very eye-catching! 
 

Congratulations to the Keith & Meghan Sierra 
family for winning the most Artistic mailbox cat-
egory with their fun interpretation of ants at a 
picnic! The picnic tablecloth covered mailbox 
hosted a fun display of ants enjoying grilled 
goodies, complete with drinks and fries! The 
(cont. on p. 2) 
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President’s corner:   

• In a recent drive by through the neighborhood at night, I noticed a number of street lights that were not 
working.  Please check the streetlight closest to your house to see if it is working or not.  As part of your 
monthly electric bill, you are paying CLECO for a street light.  If your light is not working, call CLECO and let 
them know.  The number is 1-800-622-6537. 

• As per the covenants, advertising signs or displays are not allowed in Magnolia Forest.  I’ve noticed a num-
ber of them popping up in the subdivision recently.  If you have a sign in your front yard, please remove it. 
(The covenants do allow for “home-for-sale” signs, and we have been allowing political and congratulato-
ry signs (e.g.  birthdays, graduations, etc) for short periods of time). 

Bob Meltz 

UPDATE ON MILITARY ROAD CLEANUP 

By Carroll Knowles 
 

1,275 pounds of bagged litter and 150 pounds of other debris was picked up on North and South Military Rd. 
by VOLUNTEERS during the Great Military Road Cleanup on Saturday, May 22.  Although we were unable to 
use parish prisoners as originally planned, volunteers stepped up to the plate and picked up as much litter as 
they could in three hours.  Keep St. Tammany Beautiful (KSTB) was able to supply a van to transport the vol-
unteers from one hot spot to another, two pickup trucks with flashing lights, three constables to assist with 
traffic safety, grabbers, bags, water and light refreshments.  The effort was planned and coordinated by Car-
roll Knowles (Magnolia Forest), Cathy Henderson (Old River Road) and Sharon Snowdy (Frenchmen’s Es-
tates).  Bob Meltz, Magnolia Forest HOA President, was one of the volunteers.   There is still litter all along 
Military Road but removing 1,275 pounds of litter by Military Road area residents and some elected officials 
in 3 hours is a successful event. 

JUNE GARDEN OF THE MONTH  

By Mary Jean Herman 
 

Congratulations to Charlie and Christine Harper at 509 Versailles Drive for winning the Magnolia Forest Gar-
den Club’s Garden of the Month. The home was selected because there was a colorful newly planted garden 
bed consisting of sun impatiens, liriope, Indian Hawthorne, and lantana. In addition, there was blue Lily of the 
Nile, Caladiums, and daisies, just starting to bloom. Also, several large sunshine Ligustrum were included to 
enhance the other flowers and plants. Judges for June were Nancy Fischer and Mary Jean Herman.  

(cont. from p. 1)  

giant ant “munching” on the larger-than-life hotdog ele-
vated the level of fun for this amazing mailbox decora-
tion!   

Honorable mention in our mailbox decoration contest 
goes to the Paul & Cindy Rao family with their fun, pat-
riotic decoration, complete with a flag wrapped mailbox 
and shimmery metallic sheathed post, flanked by red, 
white, and blue pinwheels and flags to help draw your 
attention to this fun, patriotic display. 

Thank you everyone who participated in our Bike & Ice 
event and summer mailbox decorating contest! 
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FATHER’S DAY  
 

Father's Day is a holiday of honoring fatherhood and paternal bonds, as well as the influence of fathers in so-
ciety. This year, Father’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday, June 20th. Father's Day was first celebrated in the 
United States at the YMCA in Spokane, Washington on June 19, 1910. Sonora Smart Dodd, in conjunction with 
pastors from the Spokane Ministerial Alliance, organized this first celebration in honor of her father, William 
Jackson Smart, a Civil War Veteran who raised his six children as a single parent. On the first Father’s Day in 
Spokane, families honored fathers by wearing roses—red for those still alive, and white for those who were 
deceased. 
 

Dodd spent most of her life promoting Father’s Day for national status. Over the next half-century, Dodd 
would travel the United States, speaking on behalf of Father’s Day and campaigning for the cause. Despite 
efforts to have Father’s Day nationally recognized since a Congressional Bill in 1913, the first presidential 
proclamation honoring fathers occurred in 1966 under President John-
son and made a permanent national holiday when Nixon signed it into 
law in 1972.  
 

Father’s Day is celebrated on the 3rd Sunday of June. In many Europe-
an countries, Father’s Day has been celebrated on Saint Joseph's Day 
(March 19th) since the Middle Ages.  Father’s Day this year also coin-
cides with the Summer Solstice, when the sun reaches its highest ele-
vation in the Northern Hemisphere, making it the longest day of the 
year.  

Happy Father’s Day to all our dads in Magnolia Forest! 

POLICE PATROLS 
 

The MFHA sponsored one police patrol in late April, resulting in 6 stops. Five of the stops resulted in 2 speed-
ing citations and 3 speed warnings. The 6th stop was due to dark windows. Please be mindful of the 25 MPH 
speed limit, especially since school is out and our neighborhood children have rediscovered the joy of bike 
riding since the pandemic and many of our neighbors enjoy their walks in our beautiful neighborhood. 

EDITOR’S NOTES 

Do you have a great idea for a neighborhood-wide event, a feel-good story to share, or suggestions on ways to help 

improve Magnolia Forest? Please share your information with Gina at funkyjunkgal@yahoo.com or via the 

MFHA Facebook page. 

We need volunteers! Please consider helping with one of the following positions: 

• Newsletter route delivery 

• Secretary – HOA Board 

• Properties & Covenants – HOA Board 

• Someone to update message boards at entrances 

Save the following dates: 

• Aug 6 – 1st day of school for 2021-2022 

• Oct 2 – MFHA Yard Sale 

• Oct 9 – Keep Magnolia Forest Beautiful  

• Oct 30 – Magnolia Forest Halloween Hayride 
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The Association has 183 members 

The Green Team 

“Quality Lawn Care” 

Licensed & Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

(985) 259-0316 


