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2024 Board of Directors 

  

President 

 Pete Giuffria 

985-445-7141 

 

Vice President 

Carroll Knowles 

985-640-5347 

  

Treasurer 

Carl Smith 

504-812-6376 

 

Membership 

Denny McDowell 

504-577-9932 

denmac10@icloud.com 

   

Secretary 

Betty Rose 

985-290-4518 

 

Neighborhood Properties 

L.J. Deris 

985-285-2231 

  

Newsletter Distribution 

Terry Becnel 

504-613-7474 

 

Covenants email 

mfhacovenantscommit-
tee@gmail.com 

 

Garden Club 

Tammy Artalona 

Cayjungrll@gmail.com 

 St. Tammany Parish Council 

MAGNOLIA FOREST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

www.magnoliaforest.net 

 December 2024 

David Cougle 

District 9 Representative 

dcougle@stpgov.org 

https://www.facebook.com 

/cougledistrict9 

 
Sheriff’s Office Dispatch 

985-898-2340 

 
Parish Barn on Military 

985-641-0280 

MAGNOLIA FOREST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL           
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 at 7 pm 

Generations Church 

62340 Hwy 1090 (N. Military Road)  
 

Current board members Terry Becnel, Carl Smith, Denny McDowell, Betty Rose 
and Peter Giuffria are eligible to remain, and have agreed to remain, on the HOA 
board in 2025 . Carroll Knowles and L.J. Deris will be rotating off the board.  We 
have nominations for Lisa Adams and Bob Meltz as new board members for 2025. 
 

In keeping with our by-laws, any member of this association may place a candidate 
on the slate; however, this must be given to the nominating committee (any cur-
rent board member) 30 days prior to the 4th quarter general membership 
meeting, on December 12th, when the election will be held. Nominations from the 
floor are not allowed.  
 

Parish councilman David Cougle, a representative from the St. Tammany Sherriff’s 
Department, and Waste Management’s Donald Hains have been invited as guest 
speakers. Plus, each attendee will receive a free ticket for the “entertainment” 
basket raffle! 
 

IMPORTANT : Waste Management Recycling Vote 

All Magnolia Forest residents in attendance who are patrons of Waste Manage-
ment, HOA members and non-members, will be asked to vote on whether or not 
Magnolia Forest will continue to have recycling.   

• A vote for recycling means all Waste Management patrons will be charged 
$5.50/month for once-every-2-weeks recycling pickup.  You will be provided, at 
no charge, a 96 gallon recycling cart.   

• A vote against recycling means no-one will be charged this additional monthly 
fee, and Magnolia Forest will no longer have recycling. 

So, if we vote to have recycling, your monthly fee will be $27.00.  If we vote to not 
have recycling, your monthly fee will be $21.49. Again, this assumes you have both 
paperless billing and autopay. 

Some of you have already voted via email.   

This will be decided by a popular vote— one vote per household. 
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CHRISTMAS DECORATING CONTEST 
 

Once again, the Magnolia Forest Garden Club will sponsor the subdivision Christmas decorating contest. This 
is a yearly tradition and is open to all residents of Magnolia Forest. 

The judging will be Tuesday December 17th, between 6:00 PM and 9:00 PM by three judges appointed by the 
Garden Club. (In case of bad weather, judging will be done on the 18th.)  Decorations will be judged from the 
inside of a car parked on the street with an adult point of view.  

One winner in each category will be selected and awarded a gift, compliments of the Garden Club. There are 
no materials or color scheme restrictions. It is preferred that a homeowner not receive an award two consec-
utive years for the same category. 

Category 1 - Doors and/or Entrances 

Cut glass, stained glass and carved doors need not have decoration, but the entire entrance effect is consid-
ered in judging. 

Category 2 - Artistic Home and Yard 

Decorations may consist of wreaths, garlands, swags, candles, organized string lighting and/or spot lighting. 
Decorations must be well placed, in good taste and carry out an overall theme. If string lighting is used, it 
must support the overall design. 

Category 3 - Novelty Home and Yard 

Decorations may consist of a novelty scene, angels, reindeer, sleigh, etc., spot lighting and/or string lighting. 
All items should be well placed in an organized manner with effective lighting where needed. 

Garden of the Month - October 2024 
 

The home of Carroll and Lenny Knowles at 401 Ormond Drive was selected as Garden of the Month for       

October 2024 by judges Darlene Fuller and Betty Rose of the Magnolia Forest Garden Club.  The branching 

pyracantha at the entrance is popping with orange berries, perfect for fall.  A delight to view, as the berries 

will turn red for the coming holiday season.  The garden bed under this bush has variegated Aztec grass and 

Encore azaleas.  The neatly trimmed Japanese Yews, lorapetalums and azaleas in the bed to left of the         

entrance offers variations of color and texture.  Also providing seasonal splashes of color are Camelias, Shi-Shi 

Sasanquas, and crepe myrtles.  These plants surround the 3-tier fountain.  The fountain gives an inviting 

sound of splashing water as if saying “Welcome to My Home”. 

Garden of the Month - November 2024 
 

The home of John and Charlotte Campbell located at 513 Hermitage Drive was selected as the November 

2024 Garden of the Month for Magnolia Forest Subdivision.  This home has a beautifully manicured lawn with 

native Oak and Pine trees.  The garden was a stand out with seasonal Yellow Chrysanthemums. Other notable 

plants were Shishi Sasanquas, Indian Hawthorn, Sweet Olive, Sunshine Ligustrum, Juniper and Foxtail Fern. 

The homeowner had a four-tier fountain to welcome visitors with the serene sound of trickling water.  This 

month’s judges were Lynda Donaldson and Colleen Fickle of the Magnolia Forest Garden Club.  

Pictures for both October and November Garden of the Month are on the Garden Club page on the HOA  

website. 
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President’s corner: 

The HOA will be moving to a more digital format for our monthly 
newsletter.  We currently print over 350 copies and hand deliver 
them to all homeowners in Magnolia Forest.  We also post the 
newsletter online, and email the newsletter to many. One option 
under consideration includes replacing the hand delivery 
throughout the entire neighborhood with 2 newsletter mailbox-
es, one at the Oak Alley entrance and one at the Fischer entrance 
and putting 25 or so newsletters in each mailbox.  The digital op-
tions will still be available.  This will save on printing expenses, 
and also eliminate the need for newsletter delivery people.  This 
will be discussed further at the December General Membership 
meeting. 

SANTA RETURNS TO                
MAGNOLIA FOREST ! 

 

We are pleased to announce that Santa 
is returning to Magnolia Forest on Fri-
day, December 13th, from 5 till 8 pm. If 
you are interested in Santa stopping 
outside your home, passing treats out 
to your children/ grandchildren, and 
having a photo op, please send an 
email to Bob Meltz 
(rmeltz@bellsouth.net) to register for a 
spot. Please provide the following     
information: 

• Home address    

• First name and ages of the 
child(ren) 

• An interesting “fact” about each 
child, so Santa can have a more per-
sonable interaction  

• Time limitations (e.g. after 6 pm 
due to work or before 7:30 because 
of bedtime)  

Please let us know by Monday, Decem-
ber 9th. And a huge thank you to Walter 
Williams and Melissa Keicher for 
providing Santa with a “Classic Ride”! 

Real Estate  

 

Houses Currently on the Market 

201 Milbank Lane List Price $359,750 reduced to $349,500 

442 Parlange Drive  List Price $540,000 reduced to $525,000 

 
Houses under contract 

437 Parlange Dr. Asking Price $345,000 
 

Houses closed in the last 6 months 

1007 Oakland Dr. List Price $650,000 Closed Price $640,000 No Seller Conces-
sions 

108 Fischer Drive List Price $200,000 Closed Price $181,000 No Seller Conces-
sions Home sold in AS IS condition-due to termite damage Deeply discounted 
due to damage 

411 Parlange Dr. List Price $285,000 Closed Price $257,500 No Seller Conces-
sions 

544 Oak Alley Dr. List Price $315,000, Closed Price $330,000 

123 Fischer Dr. List Price $345,000 Closed Price $354,000 Seller Concessions 
$14,000  

437 Parlange Dr. List Price $345,000, Closed Price $335,000 No Seller Conces-
sions 
 

Vacant Land for Sale 

419 Parlange Dr. $37,500 

719 Ashland Dr. $95,000 

1090 N. Military Road 3.9 acres $89,500 (Near Fischer Dr) 

Colleen C. Fickle  

ERA Top Agent Realty 

1846 Front Street 

Slidell, LA  70458 - USA 

HOA member recognized! 
 

HOA board members Pete Giuffria and 
L.J. Deris recognized resident Jim 
Gerace with a certificate and a tee-
shirt for the support Jim provides to 
reduce speeding in our neighborhood. 

L.J. Deris, Jim Gerace, Pete Giuffria 
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The Association has 190 members 

 

Carols by Candlelight 
Saturday, December 14 7:00 PM 

Sunday, December 15  10:30 AM 

First Baptist Church 

4141 Pontchartrain Drive 

Free and open to the public 

Fun Chess in Magnolia Forest 

I’m looking to see if there are 
any chess players, in or around 

Magnolia Forest, that would 
like to be in a chess group. No 
money is involved, just for fun. 

Thanks, 

Joel Evans 

985-710-0328 


